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A M
essage from

 M
AR

’s Presiden
t

Dear State Legislators:

On behalf of the M
ississippi Association of REALTORS

®, the state’s
largest business trade association, I thank you for your dedication
and service to our great state. Each year REALTORS

®
from

 every cor-
ner of M

ississippi convene here for “REALTOR
®

Day at the Capitol” to
discuss key issues that m

atter to our businesses, prom
ote the quality

of life in our com
m

unities and ensure that hom
eownership rem

ains
an attainable dream

 for the hard-working citizens of our state. 

The grassroots network of m
ore than 5,500 REALTORS

®
across

M
ississippi is strong, and our political advocacy is even stronger.

REALTORS
®

are actively involved in m
aking their com

m
unities better

places to live and work, and they recognize the vital im
portance of

electing statewide leaders who understand the im
pact of a vibrant

real estate m
arket on the state’s econom

y. They also understand the
collective power of a united REALTOR

®
voice at our state capitol. 

To this end, we present to you in this 2010 Legislative Issues Guide a
snapshot of the m

ain issues on which M
ississippi REALTORS

®
will

focus during this legislative session. W
e fully recognize the econom

ic
challenges and opportunities legislators will face during this legisla-
tive session relative to the state budget and understand that difficult
choices m

ust be m
ade. W

e’re grateful for your leadership and thank
you again for all you do on behalf of the state of M

ississippi. W
e’re

proud to be M
ississippians, and w

e’re proud to be M
ississippi

REALTORS
®.

Respectfully,

2010 President

REALTORS
®

W
orking to Im

prove 
Our Quality of Life

Jobs • H
om

es • Com
m

unities

W
e are REALTO

RS
®. 

W
e are your neighbors. 

W
e are business ow

ners. 
W

e are com
m

unity leaders. 
W

e are parents and grandparents. 
W

e are REALTO
RS

®. 

W
e are civic volunteers. W

e help m
ake M

ississippi a great place to
live. W

e are REALTORS
®.

M
ississippi REALTORS

®
know how com

m
unities grow and prosper.

Our livelihoods depend on it.

W
e understand the housing m

arket and econom
y, as well as the

am
enities and environm

ental features that keep our com
m

unities
healthy and attractive.

That's why we're involved in efforts to plan for our state's growth
and to enhance the quality of life in our com

m
unities. 

W
e're com

m
itted to being involved in m

oving M
ississippi forward...

because we live and work here, and we care deeply about our future.

REALTO
RS

®
are com

m
itted to:

• Protecting property ow
ners

• Ensuring econom
ic vitality

• Providing housing opportunity
• Preserving our national environm

ent
• Building better com

m
unities

The M
ississippi Association of REALTO

RS
®

is
the state’s largest business trade association
serving m

ore than 5,500 REALTO
RS

®
active in

all phases of brokerage, developm
ent, property

m
anagem

ent and appraisal.
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Em
inent Dom

ain
M

AR w
ill oppose any Em

inent D
om

ain legislation that could have a
negative effect on future econom

ic developm
ent projects.  M

AR
believes that an exem

ption for the M
ississippi M

ajor Econom
ic

D
evelopm

ent Act (projects such as Nissan and Toyota) should be
contained in any em

inent dom
ain legislation.   

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

Financial Literacy Task Force
M

AR w
ill support legislation creating a task force to study how

 to
im

prove financial literacy in M
ississippi.  The legislation w

ill out-
line the task force’s com

position, and require the task force to
study the ability of certain consum

ers to understand financial con-
cepts.  The task force w

ould m
ake recom

m
endations based on its

findings to the Governor.  M
AR w

ill also aim
 to further the educa-

tion for youth at the high-school level in areas of budgeting, bank-
ing, borrow

ing, m
aintenance of credit, spending, saving and

investing -- realizing that personal financial know
ledge is a life

skill that w
ill help give financial freedom

 through education.

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

State incom
e tax credit for first-tim

e 
hom

ebuyers
REALTO

RS
®

w
ill continue to support efforts to provide a state

incom
e tax credit for first-tim

e hom
ebuyers.  Such an incentive

w
ould help m

ore M
ississippians turn the dream

 of hom
eow

ner-
ship into a reality.  

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

Section 42 housing ad valorem
 issues

W
ork w

ith other interested parties to find a com
prom

ise to the
property valuation m

ethod w
ith regards to ad valorem

 taxes of
Section 42 H

ousing.  Section 42 is a tax credit system
 set up for

ow
ners and developers of low

-incom
e housing developm

ents to
encourage them

 to build and m
aintain housing for low

er incom
e

fam
ilies. 

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

The M
ississippi Association of REALTORS

®
serves as the voice of real

estate in M
ississippi fostering legislation that supports hom

eownership
and the real estate profession.

Provide oversight and regulation of
Appraisal M

anagem
ent Com

panies
M

AR w
ill support legislation that provides the Appraisal Board

w
ith oversight and regulation of Appraisal M

anagem
ent Com

panies
doing business in the state of M

ississippi.

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

M
onetizing the federal hom

ebuyer tax credit
M

AR w
ill seek legislation to m

onetize the extended and expanded
hom

ebuyer federal tax credit to m
ake the m

oney available to the
hom

ebuyer at the closing of a hom
e sale.  It w

ould be repaid after
the buyer’s return is filed.

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

Charter schools
M

AR supports legislation allow
ing for the creation of Charter

Schools in M
ississippi.

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

Education initiatives
Public education is a priority of the M

ississippi Association of
REALTO

RS
®.  M

AR evaluates opportunities as they present them
-

selves that support pro education/school initiatives pertaining to
the betterm

ent of quality of life in M
ississippi Com

m
unities.

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

Support LLC reform
 and reform

 to
M

ississippi’s trade nam
e statutes

D
uring the 2010 Legislative Session M

AR w
ill support LLC Reform

and support changes to Trade Nam
es statutes. 

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

Am
ending IREBEA statutes

M
AR w

ill support am
ending the IREBEA statutes to allow

 interests
earned on escrow

 accounts to be directed to H
abitat for H

um
anity.

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

Tax incentives for green building
M

AR w
ill support establishing a tax incentive program

 that pro-
vides for tax credits or incentives w

hen building to standards that
are deem

ed to be energy efficient and/or environm
entally friendly.

Also, allow
 for tax incentives for the purchase of energy efficient

appliances.  For exam
ple, perm

itting that no sales tax is due w
hen

purchasing solar and geotherm
al equipm

ent.  Also, establish that
the equipm

ent is not subject to real property tax

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

Health insurance exchange program
M

AR supports legislation w
hich w

ill create a H
ealth Insurance

Exchange Program
 in order to allow

 em
ployees to purchase a pol-

icy w
ith pretax dollars and allow

 a policy to m
ove w

ith its ow
ner

to another business. H
ealth insurance affordability and availability

are top concerns for REALTO
RS

®, m
ost of w

hom
 are independent

contractors. 

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

Sunshine legislation
This legislation w

ill bring oversight and accountability to contracts
the attorney general’s office enters into w

ith private attorneys.
Provisions include requiring the attorney general to get proposals
from

 three law
 firm

s before signing a contract w
ith a firm

 to rep-
resent the state and requiring the State Personnel Services Contract
Review

 Board to review
 legal contracts w

ith a potential of m
ore

than $500,000 in fees

SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE      Bill Num
ber:  SB ___   HB ___

Other issues
BILL #___________       SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE 
Explanation______________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

BILL #___________       SUPPORT   /   OPPOSE 
Explanation______________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Follow
ing is a sum

m
ary of key issues on w

hich M
AR w

ill be w
orking in the 2010 legislative session:

w
w

w
.m

srealtors.org
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